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University of Minnesota, Morris 
Scholastic Committee 
Minutes #16, April 6, 2004 
 
The Scholastic Committee met on Tuesday, April 6, at 9:00 a.m. in the Community Services Conference 
Room. The next meeting will be April 13 at 9:00 a.m. in the same location.  The discussion in the minutes 
will be reported in the usual order, though  numbers1, 2 and 3 were discussed in  reverse order. 
 
Members present: K. Crandall, K. Ellis, N. McPhee, B. McQuarrie, L. Meek (chair), J. Ropp, K. Klinger 
(coordinator), R. Thielke 
 
1. The minutes for March 23rd were approved. 
 
2. Petition: 
#1126--Waive the Historical Perspectives requirement on the basis of completing a Directed Study. The 
student is a junior Women Studies major who plans to graduate in December 2004.  In F 2003, she 
completed a directed study, Hist 3993, titled A Study of Russian Revolutionary Women, under the 
direction of a professor of History. She wrote a research paper comparing Feminism and Bolshevism 
during the Russian Revolution of 1917. She studied the history of Feminism in Russia before and after the 
Revolution (1880-1930), feminist attitudes toward the Revolution, and their goals, plans, successes, and 
failures. She also studied women's involvement in the Bolshevik movement, the role they played in it, and 
the immediate impact it had on women's lives in Russia. She conducted library and Internet searches, 
referring to theory as well as various interpretations. Working with her professor, she used secondary 
historical sources to research and to compare feminist and Bolshevik women at a distinct point in their 
histories. She used the methods and sources of historical research and prepared a thorough annotated 
bibliography. Both the professor and the student assumed the directed study would be considered a 
history project.  Approved. 
 
3. Review of credits from unaccredited institutions (for information):  Last year, the Scholastic 
Committee, working with Dean Schwaller and the Registrar, established a faculty review panel to 
determine credit for college level work from institutions of higher education without regional 
accreditation. The faculty review panel also reviews religious studies courses from regionally accredited 
private colleges and universities. Dean Schwaller selected a group of faculty to assist him in reviewing 
the course syllabi to determine credit that can be awarded on the Morris campus. When transcripts arrive 
containing credits that require faculty review for the above reasons, the Registrar sends a letter to the 
students informing them that course syllabi are needed to determine credit. The course syllabi are 
forwarded to Dean Schwaller, who then convenes the faculty review panel. The Registrar is notified of 
the results, and the findings of the faculty panel are entered into the student's academic records.  The 
Committee recommended that the R. Thielke and K. Klinger prepare a summary for the Assembly, for 
information only. 
 
4. Chair L. Meek appointed a subcommittee to study problems emerging about grade repetition due to 
transfer from outside the University and transfer within.  For example, a student may go to the Twin 
Cities over the summer to repeat a course in which a passing grade was needed.  Thielke provided several 
examples to illustrate the difficulty.   If the course is taken at the U, the grade will be calculated into the 
UM GPA, but it will not be considered a repeat course.  If the course is taken outside the U, it is not 
considered a repeat course, and it is not calculated into the GPA.   In some instances, the student will 
receive 8 credits for a course with the same title. The sub-committee will be working with policies that 
govern repeat courses as well as transfer credits. Nic McPhee and Ken Crandall agreed to serve with 
Meek, Thielke, and Klinger over the summer. 
 
5. Placement scores in French, German and Spanish.  Last spring, the placement scores in each language 
proficiency test were raised and scores were suggested for placement in intermediate language II and 
beyond.  French and German faculty have reported that their scores appear to be working well.  Spanish 
faculty have asked for the use of their scores for another year before making a decision.  The Scholastic 
Committee voted to allow the use of the new scores for an additional year, but asked the faculty to 
provide data beyond impressions about the appropriateness of the placement.  For example, the faculty 
could look at the number of students who changed from one level to another.  They could compare the 
student's placement score with the grades earned. 
 
6. Retaking courses in which students earn a C or higher: K. Klinger reported that she had not yet heard 
from Linda Ellinger, Assistant Vice-Provost in the Twin Cities.  Ellinger had previously asked for 
documentation supporting UMM's differences in the interpretation of the repeat policy, so it seemed 
prudent to notify her of the change.  After the meeting, Klinger received an email of support from 
Ellinger, who had checked with Vice-Provost Craig Swan, who had been out of town.  The policy will go 
to the Assembly for action. 
